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« Never many but for love, but see that thou 
lovest what is lovely." — Wm. Penn. 

"Philip Henry's advice to his children, with 
respect to their nuuriage, was < Please God, and 
please yourselves, and you will please me.'** — 
Baxendcde. 

"Your future character and conduct, perhaps 
your eternal state, may depend upon your choice 
of the companion to whom you are to be united 
for life. Beware, lest a regard to mere worldly 
prospects, or an ill-directed fancy draw you astray." 
— T, Robinson. 

"A good wife is heaven's best gift to man, 
his angel of mercy, his casket of jewels. Her 
voice is his sweetest music, and her snules are 
his brightest day." — Bishop Taylor. 

"If we marry, our happiness must consist in 
loving one another. How can that love be made 
eternal? To be ever beloved we must be ever 
agreeable." — Lady M. W, Montague. 
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FRIENDLY TALKS ABOUT 
MARRIAGE 

L 

IS THE NOVELIST ALWAYS A SAFE TEACHER? 

One summer day, a few friends at the 
seaside happened to discuss a popular novel. 

They talked of the originality of the hq^i 
plot of the story, of the skUl with which i«ki began, 
the characters were drawn, of the quaint 
phrases scattered on the pages, and of the 
incidents which led up to the last, when 
the hero and the heroine, having overcome 
the obstacles which would have kept them 
apart, were made one. 

Then the talk drifted away from the 
novel itself to the influence exerted by the 
writers of fiction, and especially to the 
views of life which they present. 

The friends agreed that the story-writer 
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The is fast becoming the teacher of vast multi- 
story-writer 

a teacher tades. 

muititudee. Qnoe people yery seriously discussed the 
propriety of reading novels at all, and 
there are still those who retain the old 
prejudices of a bygone day, and refuse to 
allow any works of fiction in their homes; 
but the decline of former prejudices has 
widened the field of the romance writer. 
Various other causes have led to an enor- 
The vast mous multiplication of works of fiction. 

outpnt 

of Two-thirds of the books taken from public 

fiction. 

libraries are novels. Then story*papers and 
magazines, containing completed novels or 
novels in instalments, have a circulation 
larger than ordinary newspapers ever at- 
tain. The output of fiction in literature 
is simply enormous. 

The writers vary from the timid young 
girl, who essays her powers in the story 
column of the village paper, to the veteran 
writer, who commands his price in advance 
for anything his brain may produce. 
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The ability is as varied as the quantity. Ephemeral 

literature. 

Much of the product is mere rubbish, and 
so ephemeral tiiat it never survives its first 
edition. No one ever gives it a second 
reading. 

Other portions exhibit no powers of in- 
vention or any special literary skill. There 
is the following of old models, or the put- 
ting into modern dress the figures that have 
served so long in the world of romance. 

It is not untrue to say that some novel- 
ists disguise, beneath finely written phrases, 
principles which are decidedly pernicious, 
or under the plea of realism disclose phases 
of life which were better concealed, except 
from those who, like the physician and the 
surgeon, look upon diseased spots only to 
cure them. 

The theme of the novel in general is the The general 
origin and progress of that sentimental *^®™®- 
attachment called "Love." The novels 
having in view religious, political or philo- 
sophical aims, are exceptions to the general 
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rule. The novelist usually seeks to de- 
scribe the origin and progress of that affec- 
tion between two persons of opposite sexes, 
which may end finally in their marriage. 

At this stage of the conversation between 

the friends one made the exclamation: 

Are the " If it is true that the views of the novel- 

tound ist, concerning what is called the romantic 

*"^ ®^ passion, influence any considerable number 

of people, it is surely pertinent to inquire 

whether or not such views are sound, 

whether they accord with any safe ideals 

in life.'' 

That exclamation suggested this chapter. 

If the novelist is indeed the accepted 
teacher of many, and the only teacher of 
some, does he always teach correctly? 

And if he almost invariably leave his 
hero and heroine at the threshold of home 
life, and accompanies them no further, is 
there not the need of some one's continuing 
the story? 

Is there any danger of his giving false 
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views of life ; of exaggerating some special 
phases of life, and of developing a morbid 
or vagrant sentimentality? 

Novels will be written and novels will be 
read. There is a vein of romance in most 
of ns, and, so long as there is, interest will 
be felt as the writers strive to tell us how 
their heroes and heroines fared in their 
wooing. 

But some one else must speak. Even if The sober 
all this great tribe of story -writers wrote from 
what is, from the romantic side, fairly true, 
some one else must say the sober word, the 
word from real life, if for no other purpose 
than to restore a proper balance. 

But it becomes imperatively necessary 
to speak, if the influence of the romance- 
writer is not always wholesome. 

Leaving out of account now that range 
of fiction which deals with questionable 
themes, and reveals abnormal relation- 
ships, there is surely very much fiction, 
which, however free from vicious intent, is 
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not at all wholesome in its influence, 
inasmuch as it inculcates wrong views con^ 
cerning marriage. Such views should be 
corrected. 
Not an Few pcrsous, however, can realize the 
task, exceeding difficulty and delicacy of such a 
task. There is very little available litera- 
ture upon the subject. There are volumes 
of sermons, quaint counsels to the married, 
legal productions setting forth marriage 
laws, and the penalties for their violation, 
odd essays upon the advantages and dis- 
advantages of the marriage state, and ec- 
centric disquisitions prepared by those who 
have peculiar religious views. There is 
very little that any ordinary young person 
could profitably read or study. 

These Talks may not go far towards 
performing this difficult and delicate task, 
but they may point out some of the mis- 
leading views often contained in the fiction 
of the day, and they may contain some 
suggestions which will prove helpful. 
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It is hardly necessary to define " Love." wh»t 
It is spoken of as "the tender passion," byTove. 
" a romantic affection," " a sentimental 
attachment." It is that which springs 
up between two persons of opposite 
sexes, and may lead finally, if the way 
is open, to that union which we call 
marriage. 

There is likely to come in the history of 
every person, sooner or later, a period when 
lie or she feels the influence of this new 
sentiment. The novelist finds his theme 
associated with this period. 

He describes the origin and progress of 
this new attachment between two persons. 
He varies the situation and the characters, 
but it is the old story over again. 

One notion which is very likely to be 
gathered from the popular novel is, that a process 
falling in love, as it is generally called, is ^^^lon^*^^ 
a process with which common sense and s^pseand 

*^ religion 

reliffion have nothing to do. i»ave 

° ° , nothing 

The novelist describes this passion as to do? 
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blind, impulsive, unregulated, and ungov- 
ernable. 

Is that a correct description ? 

Is this Is it indeed true that, while we are taught 

*^"i^yond the possibility of giving proper direction by 

control? preparatory training to the other impulses 

of our nature, here is one that cannot be 

trained by any previous preparation, and 

that must sweep everything before it, and 

break down all safeguards of wisdom and 

prudence ? 

We are taught and urged to exercise 
common sense in all other matters of life. 
No one ever teaches us just what common 
sense is, but we have an idea that it means 
doing what upon the whole is the best. 

Is this a department of life where we are 
no longer to think of exercising common 
sense? 

Is it so that religion, which claims the 
right to control all other parts of our being, 
finds here a sphere into which it must not 
enter? 
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We are taught that marriage is a religious 
matter, but does not religion have somewhat 
to do with what leads up to marriage ? 

But how does common sense come into But how 

this matter ? How does religion come in ? c^S^on 

The answer is, mainly in the way of i^to this™* 

preparation. Where riffht views of life are "^attej^ ? 

^ ^ ^ How does 

imparted, there will be an enlightened judg- reugion 

__- . _ . . ,. come in? 

ment Where nght motives m livmg are 
encouraged, there will be a determination 
to bring all impulses to the test of principle. 

There ought to be such training of the 
individual, that, when this sentiment springs 
up, it may find deep and safe channels in 
which it may run, and not become like a 
destructive freshet that sweeps for a day 
over the surface and leaves ruin behind it. 

It is not unreasonable to expect that 
where right views of life have been re- 
ceived, and where the person has adopted 
sound principles, such a weighty matter 
as marriage will never be based upon any 
trifling or insecure foundation. 
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The novelist is right when he describes 

people as falling in love with each other. 

Admit There is no denial of the fact that there is 

it is, a tender passion which comes into being 

control ^^^ grows. Pcoplc havc tried to ignore its 

**• existence, and tiie jester speaks of it as a 

mild form of insanity. But, after all, there 

is such a thing as a peculiar and special 

attachment which may spring up between a 

man and a woman, and it may grow to be 

an absorbing passion. 

It is not something that can be created 
by positive effort. It springs up almost 
mysteriously. It gathers strength. It moves 
and greatly influences the life, but it is 
capable of being regulated. 

It may be kept within the safe channels 
which previous good training have made 
possible. 

It is of such regulation that we are speak- 
ing; the governing of the sentiment so that 
it may not lead into folly or into wrong ; or 
rather it is the determining in advance, the 
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direction in which it shall run, and where 
it shall not run. 

Assuming that, in the case of most human 
beings, there may come a time when each 
is capable of forming this attachment for 
some one else, what are some of the things what are 
to be regarded so that marriage may not be JhSiM t^ be 
based upon a foundation that will not last ? "•ega^^ed 

*^ 80 that 

Here is where the novelist sometimes marriage 

may not 

does mischief; for his heroines are tran- be based 

upon a 

scendently beautiful, and his heroes are foundation 
surpassingly handsome. In other words, not last? 
personal, physical beauty is made, very 
often, the only foundation for this attach- 
ment. It would not be hard to turn to 
a score of popular novels in which it is 
very clearly intimated that the woman was 
loved because she had a beautiful face, and 
a graceful form, and the man was worthy 
of her because he met all the requirements 
of manly beauty. There is not a sugges- 
tion of anything but external beauty. It 
is rarely that any heroine is plain, or ugly, 
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or ungraceful, or that any hero is less than 
an Apollo. 

It would be quite refreshing occasionally, 

Is it if the story-writer would tell us something 

beauty about pcoplc who are not so supremely 

^^^^^ fascinating in appearance. As it goes 

in the story, the hero catches his first 

glimpse of the heroine, and in tiiat glimpse 

his hitherto vagrant fancy is enchained by 

her grace, and he is her slave. Or the 

heroine sees the magnificence of the hero, 

and henceforth there is but one man in all 

the world for her. 

It would be impossible to deny the fasci- 
nation of outward comeliness. History and 
every-day life show the marvellous power 
which it wields. But this, if there is 
nothing else, is not a sufficient justifica- 
tion for cherishing this passion, nor is it 
in itself a sufficient foundation for marriage. 
If there be that and nothing more, then 
what other result can there be than aliena- 
tion when it begins to decline ? 
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There can be no lasting attachment un- 
less there are some congenial traits of 
character. Indeed it may be affirmed that 
these are more important than all else, for 
the body is but the drapery of the soul. 

The contention is that the novelist usu- 
ally lays too much stress upon physical 
beauty. 

<^A week's illness, my dear child, and some good 
the most beautiful face may become an ^* 
object of loathing. But develop character. 
Grow up a true woman, and you will have 
that which will draw others to you in lov- 
ing confidence all your days." 

Was not this good advice? May other 
mothers thus teach their daughters. 

It would be absurd to deny the attractive- 
ness of personal beauty, and equally absurd 
to declaim against its cultivation. The 
point arrived at, is that it must not be too 
highly valued. 

There is such a thing as beauty of char- 
acter, and this is worth more, and lasts 
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longer than tiie other. Sometimes the two 

are combined. There is no reason why 

some measure of each may not usually go 

together. 

When Where there is a beautiful soul it shows 

pLpie itself somehow through the body in which. 

handso^! it dwells. In fact very plain people become 

well-nigh handsome when tiie light that 

has been lighted within them casts its 

beams upon what they do. 

Let it be regarded, then, as one of the 
dictates of common sense, as well as con- 
sonant with the spirit of religion, to lay a 
broader foundation for marriage than mere 
personal, external attractiveness. If people 
have souls, the qualities of their souls should 
be regarded, when they contemplate living 
side by side, until death shall part them. 

As an old writer said, there must be that 
which begets mutual esteem, that which 
can be admired as part of the real self, 
which is back of all outward appearance. 

2. The novelist leads people astray when 
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he teaches that the rich lover always lays 
unlimited happiness at the feet of the poor Thenov^Uit 
girl, or that the rich girl lays it at the feet 1^^**^* 
of the poor man. He leads people astray 
when he teaches that dissimilarities in edu- 
cation, rej&nement, tastes, and capacities fur- 
nish no barrier to happiness. 

The plot of many a story turns upon the 
bringing together of people of dissimilar 
circumstances. In many cases one is 
wealthy, and the other is poor ; the happi- 
ness of the poor one is enhanced by the 
riches of the rich one. One has been trained 
in one sphere in life, and the other in one 
of a very different character. It has al- 
ways been a favorite plot in romantic stories 
to bring these dissimilar people together, 
and so to suggest to the reader that it is a 
safe process in real life. We might as well 
all understand, and accept the fact, that 
the happiness of marriage is not necessarily 
secured by wealth, and that, however it may 
be in poetry and fiction, the King Cophetua 
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and beggar-maid aUiances in real life usu- 
ally turn out very badly. * 

What is meant by wealth not greatly af- 
Happy fecting the happiness of marriage in real life, 

whether . . , . , .« . a.. . 

rich IS just this : that if a genume affection exists 

poo^' between a man and a woman, and if they 

are fitted for each other, they will be happy 

together in that relation as man and wife, 

whether they are rich or poor. 

Possibly this may be received incredu- 
lously by some, and they may say, as a doc- 
trine, it is antiquated. 

It is still a good and true doctrine, thank 
God, and it is not yet too old for use, even 
to-day. It may not be in accord with the 
teaching of parts of our modem society, no 
more than it is with the teachings of some 
novelists. 

But we can appeal to observation and 
experience to show that it is true. Are 
there happy marriages only when riches 
come with the bridal ? 

Are some people happier now that they 
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have grown rich than when they were 
poor? 

Look at that young couple who pledged a look 

at 

their troth, each to the other, at the altar, reaiufe. 
and then went out mto the world, and la- 
bored hard to earn the daily bread. He 
spent ten or twelve hours a day at hard 
work, and she did tasks which many women 
to-day have not strength to do. By and by, 
their earnings enabled them to buy a little 
home. How humble a home it was; but 
how happy they were. After awhile they 
went on working still harder to give their 
children an education ; and, in course of 
time, they grew to be very old and very 
feeble people, but somehow they kept step 
together, and went, hand in hand, down the 
other side of the hill of life, to the silent 
grave in the churchyard. 

Who were those people who found that 
poverty and hard work and plain living 
and bare floors and uncouth furniture, and 
all the struggles with narrow means, could 
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not quench their love for each other, and 
destroy their happiness in each other ? 

Who were they ? 

They were the grandparents of some of 
us. Perhaps, indeed, some of you recognize 
the portraits of your own father and mother 
in this description. 
Why And, when you think of such instances, 
now? you see at once that there has been the 
possibility of happy marriages, although 
people were not rich. Nor can we think 
the times have altered the conditions of 
happiness, although there are so many people 
who are deferring entrance into wedlock 
because they have not yet acquired large 
fortunes or extensive incomes. 
'^ The girl who waits for a rich husband, 
or the man who waits for a rich wife, or 
the engaged young couple who grow^old 
waiting to become rich before they marry, 
may j&nd that money has very little to do 
with happiness after all. 

This is not advocating any rash adven- 
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tures into matrimony by people who are too 
poor to support themselves, and who have 
a good-natm'ed, lazy trust in Providence 
to meet all the household expenses. No, 
not that ; but it is a reply to something of Happy 
an opposite sort, where, from the pages of ^ch ? 
the novel, and from the talk of society, 
young people get the notion that they will 
surely be happy if one comes along with 
bags of treasure. 

Happiness does not of necessity accom- 
pany wealthy marriages, even where the 
persons stand upon a somewhat similar 
plane of age and culture and tastes; but 
often the novelist reels out his stories of 
beggar maids and princes, of rich girls and 
poor artists, of high and mighty ones, who 
stoop down to lift up some jewel which 
others have not appreciated, and the in- 
variable result, according to the novelist, is 
happiness. 

Some poor girl is waiting for the steps of 
a coming prince, while all around are the 
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honest toilers whom she despises, but any 
one of whom would make her a better 
husband than the prince, who may never 
come. 

A yoimg man who ought to work and 
make a name in the world is "dangling 
Less after" some heiress, whom he would de- 
tiiey spise, if he did not seek her money. 
^^ Let us not think of rich marriages as all 
^*y necessarily happy ones. Wealth may add 
*'®- comfort, and may broaden one's opportuni- 
ties. 

Poverty, or approaches to it, may bring 
not only inconveniences but absolute hin- 
drances to happiness. 

So, after all, it really matters less what 
people own than what they are. They may 
be able to endure wealth ; they may be able 
to endure poverty. Being rich will not, of 
itseK, make them happy, no more than be- 
ing poor will make them unhappy. They 
may find happiness in wiy condition in 
which their lot is cast. 
80 
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If the possession of wealth does not a wide 
necessarily add to happiness in this relation- i^ education^ 
ship, it is also true that, where there is a men'* "nd 
wide dissimilarity in education, in rei&ne- *'>^*«»- 
ment and in tastes, marriage does not of 
necessity smooth out all these differences. 

It is full of risk for people who belong 
to widely different spheres in life to unite 
themselves to each other. They rarely 
meet upon a plane half-way. 

If the beggar maid and King Cophetua 
marry, she must cease to be the beggar, 
or else he must cease to be the king. 
Married people in our day must walk upon 
the same level. One goes up to the other's 
level, or the other comes down. The com- 
ing down is a dreadful process. Alas, for 
the people who have to come down ! 

Real life furnishes us some most dread- 
ful instances of suffering on the part of 
those who have had to come down, who 
have been dragged down to surroundings, 
the very mention of which would have 
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caused them to shrink with horror at one 
time. Long years of agony amid degrading 
. circmnstances, this has been the lot of some. 
And, where the suffering is not thus ex- 
treme, there has come that dreadful aliena- 
tion which has led those to walk apart 
who once expected to walk together. 
How In but rare cases, indeed, do people of 
they dissimilar grades find themselves able to 
walk get on smoothly in after life unless the 
together, j^^^j, j.jggg ^ ^j^^ j^y^j ^jf ^^q higher. Now 

and then some one is lifted up. Usually 
some one is pulled down. 

Of course it will be readily understood 
that this is not a plea for those foolish 
barriers which some seek to build up be- 
cause of their possession of money, or 
because of some supposed superiority of 
birth. 

Money does not always refine and elevate 
people. Nor do all descendants do credit 
to their worthy ancestors. The dissimilari- 
ties which have been spoken of are those 
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which arise from refinement, and the lack 
of it, from education and ignorance, from 
integrity and its opposites ; and also from 
conflicting tastes and temperaments where 
there are no positive powers of assimilation. 

There are people between whom barriers, 
too great for happiness in married life, have 
grown. They can neither tear down these 
barriers nor leap over them. They must 
remain on opposite sides. 

The few exceptions where entirely dis- 
similar people have managed to get on well 
together after marriage are too few to 
change the general rule, that marriage 
does not smooth out all differences in 
tastes, refinement, and education. 

3. A third erroneous notion, fostered by , ^ 

' •^ Are the 

some novelists, ie that the implacable parents 

the 

enemies of the lovers, the enemies who will enemies 
not let the course of true love run smooth, lovers ? 
are the parents. There is very apt to be in 
the story a cruel parent, who puts bitter- 
ness into tiie chalice of gladness, or who 
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tangles up the thread of perplexity, or who 
does something very foolish or very wicked 
to delay, if not to frustrate, the plans of 
the lovers. 
^^^^ The plumed knight, of whom the parents 
parents have never heard, rides up to the castle 

always 

yield? gate and demands their daughter's hand in 
marriage. Because they cannot consent 
with sufficient alacrity, he batters down the 
castle walls and carries his bride away. 
That is the way the old-time story put it. 
The modem novel describes it in different 
words, but that is the spirit of the story. 
Parental hesitation, parental caution, and 
parental affection receive but slight con- 
sideration from the novelist. The impres- 
sion he sometimes makes is, that parents 
should have nothing to do but to acquiesce ; 
that it is the inalienable right of the child 
to settle this matter for himself or herself 
without even the scant courtesy of a con- 
ference with the parents. If the parents 
oppose, why then so much the worse for 
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them, and they are to be outwitted and 
defeated. 

To any person who has any respect 
whatever for the parental relationship and 
for parental affection, there is something 
shocking in the thought of taking so im- 
portant a step as marriage without havings 
at least, some conference with parents about 
it. 

In the case of minors, no marriage can The 

good-will 

be legal without the consent of the parents, of 
and in all other cases it should be the rule, "^^^ 
at least, to consult parents. Who is there 
in all the world so much interested as the 
parents ? Whose good-will is so important 
as theirs? 

One fault of our day is that the wisdom 
and affection of parents are but lightly 
esteemed by many young people, who al- 
ways consider themselves perfectly com- 
petent, notwithstanding their immaturity 
and inexperience, to settle this most im- 
portant question for themselves. Of course, 
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in a sense, they must ultimately decide 
what to do, but why not seek advice, that 
their decision may be wisely reached? 

There is a difference between an im- 
mature person's asking permission, and a 
mature person's taking older ones into con- 
fidence. It is the latter point which is 
here suggested. 
jjQ^ Many life-long sorrows might have been 
life-long avoided if some had been willing to make 

sorrows ° 

maybe coufidauts of their parents, and to confer 

ayoided. * 

with them as to what would really be for 
the best before taking the irrevocable step. 
When we consider how easy it is to 
make mistakes, and when we remember 
that marriage is for life, it seems to be the 
most natural thing in tiie world for young 
people to desire the advice which older 
people can give them. Such conference, 
however, is of but little value if it be 
deferred too long, when the feelings are 
thoroughly engaged. It should take place 
in advance, and should not be deferred 
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xmtil after mutual promises have been 
made. 

The general subject of marriage is worthy 
of more serious consideration than it some- 
times receives even in conferences between 
parents and children. Too often it is 
treated with a flippancy that is saddening 
to the thoughtful ; too often its infelicities 
are pressed into imdue prominence, and as 
often it is regarded as a mere step towards 
the increase of wealth without respect to 
the obligations which it involves. 

There is much that may be said by ^sfriax 
parents concerning the hindrances to a ^*"^ 
happy married life, concerning the duties ^y* 
which it brings, and concerning the help 
which it offers towards doing one's best in 
life. They should recognize their responsi- 
bility for preparing their children in ad- 
vance to act wisely when the critical period 
comes. They should aim to win the con- 
fidence of their sons and daughters, and, by 
inculcating sound principles in advance of 
37 
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the formation of these absorbing attach- 
ments, should thus fortify them against Hie 
blindness that has wrecked other lives. 
Yoimg people certainly should honor 
Honor *^^^ paxcuts by making them their advi- 
parente ^^^ before taking a step which binds in a 
•eeking uuion that death alone is to dissolve. It is 

advice. 

a sad state of affairs when any young man 
or young woman despises the wisdom and 
good intentions of parents. It indicates 
one of two tiungs, either that the parents 
are imworthy of their position, or that tiie 
young person does not appreciate the affec- 
tion which for so many years has watched 
over his interests. 

There are parents, it is true, who are 
not safe advisers. Disappointed and un- 
faithful themselves, or, holding to merce- 
nary views of marriage, or governed by 
prejudices, they repel the confidence of 
their children, but it is to be hoped that 
such cases are not the rule. It is certainly 
more pleasant to believe that in the greater 
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number of instances parents honestly de- 
sire that which will promote the welfare of 
their children, and that the insight which 
affection gives them may be helpful against 
the imprudence and inexperience of the ^^^j^ 
young. At any rate, the probability is in ^ 
favor of those confidential conferences be- ^ 

led OS. 

tween parent and child. 

The purpose of this talk will be partly 
gained if it suggests tiie possibility of asso- 
ciating common sense, practical wisdom, 
and religion with a relationship of the most 
important character. 

When we think how important marriage 
is, how it develops some and warps others, 
how it leads some upward and thrusts 
others downward, we may well believe that 
some sober consideration of the subject 
must be helpful, and that there are views 
more worthy to be held than those which 
, are sometimes gained from the writers of 
fiction. 
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«When it shall pleaae God to bring thee to 
man's estate, use great providence and oiroum- 
spection in choosing thy wi£e. For, from thence 
-will spring future good or eviL" — Lord Burleigh, 

<< Some young people regard < falling in love ' as 
a matter for merriment, a thing to giggle oyer, 
and to banter each other about. Their elders 
may often view it in the light of a business 
arrangement, a life settlement, involving as its 
chief considerations the financial and social terms 
of the contract. 

« Marriage may be a masquerade, a speculation, 
a desecration. Man's deepest evil and highest 
good may be in the love he bears a woman, and 
the woman will make her husband what she is — 
good or evil.** — R. W. Newton, 

« Young persons contract marriage with no 
sense of the gravity of the act — without a 
thought of how they will be required to behave 
toward each other in coming years ; without re- 
flecting that to live together after God's ordinance 
involves a test of the entire moral and religious 
nature and trials which can be surmounted only 
by the charm and taUsman of mutual respect, 
honor, and love." — M, Dix. 
43 



Digitized by 



Google 



" Young people dare not marry early if a for- 
midable housekeeping is necessary to a home 
making, and thus some postpone marriage till 
they have enough money to set up a handsome 
establishment, but then the bloom of love is over. 

<* True happiness in marriage consists not in 
any foolish fancy of soaring above the conditions 
of earthly living, but in such a wise provision for 
these daily necessities as will leave sentiment free 
to wing its way at will above them without con- 
sciousness of dragging the cord." — R* H. Newton, 

•<< Take two gamesters who have been married 
under false pretences. Is there any more gloomy 
picture of wretchedness than they present when 
they are found out by each other ? The light of 
the little esteem in which they had seen each 
other has gone out. They are like the shabby 
stage of the theatre after the play is over. The 
glamour is gone. What is left is hateful and 
mean. So are the homes which are built on any 
of the ties of the wicked world.** — C H, Hall, 

" Character is the secret of all noblest beauty. 

Unless the soul draws the lines on the face, looks 

out of the eyes, speaks in the voice — beauty is 

vain. The inner grace of all loveliness is the 
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spirit's sheen upon the flesh. Character is the 
true capital for life for man and for woman. It 
is vital growth, the assimilation of the food we 
give our thoughts, of the elements with which we 
supply our emotions, and the reproduction in our 
lives of those qualities. Seek habitually the 
shrines of holiness to inhale the spirit of saintly 
lives.** — R, H, Newton, 

" Would to Grod that His dear Son were bidden 
to all weddings as to that of Cana ! Truly then 
the wine of consolation and blessing would never 
be lacking. He who would And a blessing in his 
marriage must ponder the holiness and the dig- 
nity of this mystery. 

"Seek God's blessing and all will be well." 

— E, J, Hardy » 

« Wedded union is the sum and type of every 
social tie. It gives rise and scope to the joys of 
home. It is the field for the cultivation of vir- 
tues. It provides for the growth of interest in 
others. Kindness and love are stiU hopeful and 
sacred names among mankind." — T. G» Murphy, 
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SOME IMPEDIMENTS TO MAItRUGE. 

The purpose of our first Talk was to 
suggest answers to three questions : 

1st. Can we expect enduring happiness 
in marriage to result from an attachment 
based upon any slender foundation ? 

2d. Is it probable that people who have 
grown up under entirely dissimilar circum- 
stances will be compatible and live happily 
together in the married state ? 

3d. Is it not ordinarily wise and proper 
for young people to have conferences with 
parents or older friends before taking the 
irrevocable step ? 

This second Talk brings to view some of The purpose 
the impediments to marriage. There are ^j^ 
impediments, some of them of a legal '^^^• 
nature, others moral, and still others pru- 
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dential. It would seem, however, to one 
whose reading upon the subject did not 
extend beyond the romantic literature of 
the day, and who permitted himself to be 
influenced by the pernicious course of many 
in real life, that there were really no impedi- 
ments whatever ; that if two persons desired 
to marry, no restrictions of law or morals 
or prudence could keep them apart. 

According to the novelist, not only does 
" love laugh at locksmiths," but also at all 
other obstacles. 

It would not be difficult to turn to stories 
in which everjrthing that is usually re- 
garded as an impediment is scoffed at 
Passing by some of the grosser violations 
Persons ^^ ^^w, take somc lesser examples of over- 
^legai looking impediments. The law says that 
*e®* the marriage of minors is not to be per- 
mitted except with the consent of parents 
or guardians. Do you not recall some 
novel in which the plot turns upon the 
efforts to defy all such control ? 

48 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ahovt Marriage, 

Again, the law forbids the marriage of cioseiy 
persons very closely connected by blood '®^^^- 
relationship, but novels have actually been 
written to encourage defiance to regula- 
tions which have so much to do with 
public morals and safety. 

And as another example, prudence 
suggests that people should not marry Notable 
until they are able to support themselves J^ ^^ 
and not become burdensome to others or tiiemseives. 
to society in general; but the novelist 
does not often meddle with the arithmetic 
of household expenses, or else hgs in re- 
serve some wealthy uncle or eccentric aunt 
to bring to the rescue of the impecunious 
couple. 

It is greatly to be feared that a course 
of such reading may prepare almost any 
young mind to believe that there is really 
no impediment to marriage, and that, if 
persons want to marry, let them defy every- 
thing and everybody and carry out their 
wishes. 
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It is a singularly strong argument in 
favor of the old-time usage of an open 
wedding in the presence of relations and 
friends in a church or in a house, by a 
regularly ordained minister, when we think 
how any attempt at secrecy or irregularity 
is apt to create prejudice and suggest sus- 
picion. 
What An open wedding shows, as far as any- 
op^ thing can, that as marriage is an honorable 
"^shows^ estate, the parties are seeking to enter it 
honorably, and know of no impediment 
why they may not lawfully be joined to- 
gether. 

It is singular how any one who has the 
slightest belief that marriage is in any 
sense religious, or who has any faith in the 
Lord who instituted this ordinance, can go 
clandestinely to a magistrate and ask to 
have this rite performed. 

Marriage without any religious ceremony 
is a virtual declaration by the parties that 
they regard the transaction as a mere civil 
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contract, like an agreement to purchase 
land, or to enter into a partnership. It is 
a civil contract, but it is infinitely more 
than that. It is an institution of divine 
appointment, and is honorable aniong all 
men. It is to be entered into reverently. Marriage 
discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the {f^^y 
fear of God. It is a holy estate, upon ®*^**' 
which God's blessing can be invoked. 

There could be no clandestine marriages, 
and no merely civil marriages if the thought 
could be deepened in the popular mind that 
marriage is indeed a holy estate, upon 
which God's blessing may be asked. 

It is a strong confirmation of this point 
when it is known that many persons who, 
for special reasons of their own not affect- 
ing legal or other questions, have been 
married secretly before a magistrate have 
in later years regretted it. 

They have wished that their wedding 
had been public, or at least in the pres- 
ence of a circle of relatives and friends, 
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and in the manner set forth by the Chris- 
tian Church. 

The point is that any attempt at con- 
ceahnent, or any irregularity, is very apt 
to create the impression that there must 
be some impediment, and that the parties 
were unwilling to declare that the whole 
transaction was honorable and straightfor- 
ward, and not to be ashamed of. 

It is not asserted that every private 
^^^y wedding is dishonorable, for there are 
^°Se P^^pl^ ^^^> ^^* ^^ ^^ absurd dread of 
married ^j^^t othcrs may say, or out of a desire 
to avoid seeming ostentation, or from mis- 
taken considerations of expense, seek to be 
married as privately as possible, with but 
few witnesses, if any. It ought to be 
always understood that ostentation and 
needless expense can be avoided, and yet 
the wedding may take place in the church, 
or in a house in presence of chosen wit- 
nesses. Large public weddings are not 
necessary to the sacredness of marriage ; 
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nor is it said that a public wedding is in 
every case a guarantee that there is really 
no impediment. The point urged is to 
have everything done advisedly, soberly, 
and in the fear of God. A clandestine 
wedding must, in the present condition 
of things, almost invariably suggest the 
thought that the persons were ashamed to 
come out openly before the world, and so 
declare that they knew of no reason why 
they should not be joined together in 
matrimony. 

The prohibitions of law against the mar- 
riage of minors, of persons of close blood what 
relationship, and of persons already mar- other 
ried, are usually well known, but there are ^n^ 
impediments of another character which 
are not so often considered. 

Although not impediments in the legal 
sense, they are serious enough to demand 
careful thought, and it is to these latter 
that special attention is now directed. 

Among these moral and prudential im- 
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pediments may be mentioned first sonae 
fixed habit of vice, whereby the future 
happiness of the married couple can be 
predicted. Although it is not given us to 
look far into the future, we can easily fore- 
tell the sorrow that must come to a young 
man who marries a vicious woman. We 
say at once that no man's happiness is safe 
Not with such a person. Is a woman's happi- 
^ a I16SS any the more safe in the charge of a 
^ion^ husband who is immoral, or drunken, or 
the slave of a debasing habit? 

There is a curious notion prevalent that, 
while viciousness on the part of a woman 
is an impediment to her honorable mar- 
riage, viciousness on a man's part is no 
impediment whatever. Why should this 
distinction be continued, especially when 
we look around and see the bitter sorrows 
which come to women who bind themselves 
to vicious men ? 

No girl should ever marry a man until 
he has reformed his vices. If he does not 
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reform before marriage he certainly will 
not afterwards. 

A clergyman says : " Years ago I had a 
parishioner, a lady of very fine education 
and ability, but whose sadness and depres- 
sion touched every one's sympathy who 
knew her. What was the explanation? 
Why was this woman who had so much to o^e 
live for so utterly downcast? I was not ^^ 
long in learning her history. She had, in 
her earlier life, formed an attachment for a 
man who, whatever good qualities he had, 
was given to intemperance. Her friends 
warned her, but no warnings availed. She 
was confident that his love for her would 
lead to his reformation, that after they were 
married he would certainly never yield again 
to the vice of drink. Well, the experiment 
ended as ninety-nine out of every hundred 
do. He went on growing worse and worse. 
He made that woman's life wretched by 
his brutality, — he broke her heart." 

It is such an old story and so often re- 
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peated that the wonder is how any girl can 
run Buch a risk when she knows how many 
have failed. 

But drunkenness is not the only vicious 

habit which should be regarded as an im- 

Men pediment to marriage. When a man's 

corrupt heart and life are corrupt, and his intended 

^****** wife knows it, what hope can she have that 

her happiness is to be any more lasting 

than that which has gone from the broken 

homes around her ? 

Again, another impediment is where 
there is no prospect of being able to live 
without being burdensome to the commu- 
ijot iiity. That is, the persons must have the 
*^^*the pr<^sp®ct of supporting themselves, or of 
cost, having some way of support provided for 
them. They are not to rush into this re- 
lationship without counting the cost, and 
how they are to meet it. 

Perhaps in our day and in this country 
there is less of this rushing into married 
poverty than in other lands. The tendency 

56 



Digitized by 



Google 



Abovt Marriage, 

here seems to be to defer matrimony until 
the parties are able to live upon a scale of 
expenditure often much higher than that at 
which their parents began, or else to plunge 
into such reckless extravagance of living 
that the temptation comes to resort to dis- 
reputable practices to keep up a show of 
prosperity. 

The precise point in mind is that many ^^^^ 
people can marry if they are willing to live ^'^» 
unostentatiously, but that comparatively few income. 
can expect to live honestly upon a scale of 
expenditure which is conformed to fashion 
rather than to one's actual income. 

When a couple with a small income 
launch out into large expenses without 
having the expectation of covering these 
expenses, they are beginning life dishon- 
estly. It would have been better had they 
remained unmarried. They become bur- 
dens to others — and it is no worse to beg 
one's bread than to roll up debts which one 
has no expectation of paying. 
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We have a great horror of poverty. 
Perhaps there are few things so well de- 
fined in the American mind to-day as the 
dread of being thought poor. 

But poverty is a matter of degrees. The 
couple in the back street who need help to 
pay their rent, and buy clothing for their 
children, are no more paupers tiian the 
couple in the front street, who live upon 
the storekeepers and house owners by fail- 
ing to pay their bills. 

It would be well if people had as great a 
A horror of debt as they have of being 
of thought poor. The books of merchants, 
real estate agents, storekeepers, and others 
tell the sad story of reckless living, and 
provide a sad commentary upon the lack of 
principle of many who have no idea what- 
ever that they are really living upon other 
people. Misfortunes may come to any fam- 
ily, and there may be temporary inability 
to pay current expenses even where there 
is a determined effort to live within one's 
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means. We are not thinking of such cases, 
however, but of others where foolish love 
of display, a reckless extravagance, and a 
lack of due consideration of what is honest, 
lead people to incur obligations which they 
cannot meet. 

Let us have greater simplicity in living, simple 
and greater courage in refusing the sup- "^^ 
posed demands of society. Let the young "^ ^®^** 
couple be independent enough to wear com- 
mon raiment, to live in humble quarters, 
and to do without expensive luxuries — 
rather than run the risk of debt, rather 
than be dependent. 

Another impediment to a happy mar- 
riage is apt to be where the parties are of 
different religious faiths. It may not be. 
It is apt to be. If the parties have been 
trained to positive religious views and prac- 
tices, one must yield to the other, or there 
niust be a compromise — else clashing 
follows. 

The experiment of a compromise in re- 
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ligion is confessedly difficult. In many 
cases it meets with very poor success, and 
the married couple go on their way, not as 
one but as two, and possibly find them- 
selves wider apart as years advance. 

It is one of the sad features of the Chris- 
tian Church as it exists to-day that there 
are so many divisions. Perhaps the time 
may come when sectarian bitterness shall 
be less positive than it is now, and denom- 
ifthey inational lines may fade away as we get 
*of the hack to the simplicity and sincerity of the 
FsSS* primitive ages of Christianity. 

At present, however, a young person con- 
templating marriage with one of an entirely 
different religious faith must seriously con- 
sider whether he or she can adopt the 
other's views, or what compromise can be 
made by which, henceforth, their religious 
preferences shall not come between them. 

The risk of unhappiness in marriage is 
also great if one of the parties has strong 
religious convictions and the other has 
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none. The delicate sensibilities, the cher- 
ished hopes, the deep yearnings of the 
former meet no sympathetic response from 
the latter. The two people are as wide 
apart as the poles, upon matters of the most 
vital interest. They do not seem to be 
walking the same road to the same eternal 
end. Their paths diverge. Will they ever 
come together ? 

Let no one say that this caution is sug- a needed 
gested by religious bigotry, or try to take 
away the force of the caution by referring 
to happy marriages where there are the 
greatest differences upon these points. 

It is freely admitted that tjtere are cases 
where the innate nobility of some has led 
them to respect the religious convictions of 
others even where they could not sympa- 
thize with those convictions. It is also ad- 
mitted that there are instances where the 
irreligious wife has been won to faith by 
the consistent Christian conduct of the hus- 
band, as there are instances where Chris- 
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tian wives have been made the agents for 
the conversion of their husbands from irre- 
ligious lives. 

Admitting freely all of these cases — it 
is not bigotry which prompts the suggestion 
Some tii^* there is peril enough to lead any man 
P^JJ^ of decided religious views to hesitate before 
marrying an irreligious woman, and to lead 
a woman who has faith to pause before she 
contracts marriage with a man who has 
none. 

There ought to be some conunon ground 
which they can occupy upon questions 
which affect so strongly their views of duty, 
and their ideas of life. 

If to one person the present life is all, 
and the future is unreal, how can there be 
the walking together, hand in hand, with 
faces turned to a future which the other 
believes is more real than the present ? 

So then there are impediments to mar- 
riage. 

It is not claimed that only perfect people 
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should marry, but what right has any man 
of positively vicious habits to wreck an 
innocent woman's life? And why should 
an honorable man tie a millstone around Must be 

"■ • 1 ■!_ • i_ i congenial 

his neck by marrying a woman who must or 

dr-ag him down? ZU<^.r 

It is not claimed that there is any defi- ^®^^- 
nite income that can determine the ability 
of people to marry ; but why should people 
who are incapable of earning honest bread 
rush into matrimony and expect the com- 
munity to give them a living ? 

It is not claimed that people should think 
exactly alike in all religious questions ; but 
is it not right to claim that there shall be 
either some congeniality, or at least mutual 
respect for each other's differing views ? 



68 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



WHAT MAY INJURE OR DESTROY 
THE HAPPINESS OF MAR- 
RIED LIFE? 



ui 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



" He provides and she dispenses. He rules her 
by authority and she rules him by love. She 
ought to please him, and he must not displease 
her." — Bishop Taylor, 

« Woman is not the inferior of man. There is 
no fair question of superiority or inferiority. It 
is idle to raise it. In their own way each is both 
inferior and superior. The inferiority is no cause 
of shame, the superiority no groimd for glorying. 
If man take precedence in order there are other 
respects in which woman is the superior of man. 
Man's is the outer life. Woman's the inner." 

--M.Dix. 

« That marriage may become all we believe it 
to be for woman we must not shut our girls up to 
it. We must recognize that all are not called to 
this estate, and that the best way to determine 
the wishes in individual cases is to withdraw 
attention from it to other aims in life, and let 
Grod in due time call those who are to go up 
to this altar of the Lord with clean hands and a 
pure heart." — R, H, Newton. 

« Whenever there is a true cross or burden to 
be borne by one or by the other, the man who is 
made in the image of Grod as to strength and 
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endurance should take it upon himself and not 
lay it upon her that is weaker ; for he is there- 
fore strong not that he may tyrannize oyer the 
weak but bear their burdens for them.'' 

—If. B. Stowe. 

« I would deprecate most strongly the idea that 
a married life is less noble and less sacred than 
the unmarried life. Exalt the latter as much as 
you may; but not in the slightest degree to^the 
depression of the other, in which self-denial for 
Ood, and strivings after purity of heart and life 
in the every-day difficulties or delights of home 
are as much a part of Christian life as they 
could be in the cloister." — J. S. B, Monsell. 
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WHAT MAY INJURE OB DESTROY THE HAPPI- 
NESS OF MARRIED LIFE? 

The purpose of the present Talk is to 
call attention to some of the influences 
which may destroy the happiness of mar- 
ried people. 

The novelist usually leaves the happy 
couple at the church doors when the wed- 
ding service is ended. He does not tell Doesau 
us what their after life became, whether end?^^* 
happy or miserable. He fails to say 
whether or not the romance continued — 
whether the hero remained a hero, and 
whether the heroine ruled over him as 
the peerless queen of his life. This very 
silence of the novelists has created the im- 
pression in many jminds that all romance 
ends when the parties have been married, 
that thenceforth their life may be hum- 
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drum or wearisome, anything but ro- 
mantic. The impression, wittingly or 
unwittingly created, is that it is best to 
say as little as possible about their after 
lives, for the romance having speedily 
Does passed away, they must settle down into 
i>ear ^ commonplace and colorless existence, 
the one bright spot having been those few 
months before they were married. 

We have a few novels in which there 
have been drawn some very charming 
pictures of home life, and the writers 
have shown how this romantic attach- 
ment which sprang up between two yoimg 
persons continued down throughout their 
lives. Usually, however, as has been said, 
the story ends with marriage, and you are 
left in doubt as whether or not their love 
for each other bore the test. 

Although it may sound somewhat 
strangely to some, it is yet true that 
marriage is the test of affection. Many 
a once seemingly devoted couple are found 
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to grow widely apart after they are 
married, and the spectacle of homes 
broken up, or made increasingly unhappy, 
is not an uncommon one. 

It is pertinent then to find out if we can why 
why the happiness of some married people 
is destroyed — why their marriage has not ^^^^^ 
turned out well. ^®^' 

First of all let us answer the cynical 
sneer that unhappiness after marriage is to 
be expected, and that it is rare to find two 
people who can live together in any toler- 
able degree of peace and happiness. 

The cynic tells us that love is a mild 
form of derangement from which people 
speedily recover ; that marriage is a disillu- 
sionizing process, and that the very best 
that people can hope for is that they shall 
not hate each other. The cynic points to 
cases of matrimonial infelicity which have 
become public through current rumor, or 
through proceedings in courts of justice. 

The popular jester comes to the cynic's 
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aid, and makes the unhappy home the 
theme of his quips and gibes. Many a 
laugh is raised over matrimonial infelic^ 
ities where tears are more becoming. If 
f^^ the cynic's yiew is correct, if marriage 
*^ leads almost inevitably to a state of indif- 
^^^' ference if not to positive dislike — then it 
is a^till more serious thing to enter into 
wedlock. It is serious enough if you con- 
sider its cares and responsibilities, but 
much more so if the two parties must of 
necessity become antagonists, or at any 
rate cease to be friends. 

The cynic is wrong as usual. 

Marriage is a holy estate, and they who 
enter into it may, if they will, so live to- 
gether in this life that they shall live 
together in the world to come. 

Admitting that there are many unhappy 
homes, there are also many happy ones. 
Admitting that marriage is sometimes fol- 
lowed by indifference, alienation, and dis- 
like, it is also sometimes followed by a 
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deeper, stronger affection than it had in 
the beginning. 

We can cite many testimonies from real 
life. Hear, for example, what Mrs. Kings- 
ley said about her husband, so well known 
as Canon Kingsley : ^F^ 

"If in the highest, closest of earthly 
relationship, a love that never failed for 
thirty-six years, that never stooped from 
its lofty level, could prove that the age of 
chivalry has not passed away — then he 
fulfilled the ideal of a most true and per- 
fect knight to the one woman blest with 
that love in time and in eternity." 

It is not hard to find other married peo- 
ple who, in all honesty, can declare that 
this bond between them has grown stronger 
as the years pass on. 

They do not pretend that there has been 
the absence of all irritation of feeling and 
the most perfect placidity, for people may 
love each other very greatly and not agree 
upon every point. There may be very 
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sincere and lasting affection and occa- 
sional differences of opinion. Such differ- 
ences, however, are but the surface agita- 
tions, while the depths of affection below 
are undisturbed. 

The sneer of the cynic and the jest of 
the trifler should not be accepted, then, as 
indicating a necessary condition of things. 
"How An old preacher once delivered a sermon 
happy which had the quaint title of " How to be 
vJ^^r happy though married." He assumed, in 
adopting this title, the common notion that 
the married state was one of contention 
and strife, and proceeded to show, not that 
it was not, but that it need not be. Surely 
it need not be. It is so only when people 
make it so. Although it is difficult to 
bring arithmetic to bear upon such a ques- 
tion, the probability is that the majority of 
marriages turn out as well as could reason- 
ably be expected. They are not ideally 
perfect by any means, but still as perfect 
as the capacity of the parties permitted. 
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There may not be many cases where the 
wife could say, as did Mrs. Kingsley, that 
her husband had never spoken an unkind 
word to her in thirty-six years. But there 
are numberless cases where the wife or the 
husband can say, ." You hare helped make 
my life all the better and the happier for 
your companionship." 

Marriage does not make angels out of 
human beings. It simply brings two im- 
perfect creatures together and gives them 
the opportunity of being helpful to each 
other. Alas, that in any case the experi- 
ment should not succeed ! and this leads us 
to consider why it is that some marriages 
turn out badly. 

What are some of the causes of unhappi- .^^^y 
ness in married life ? ^f 

One of them is the disappointment that ^ ^^^ 
follows absurd expectations. In the glow 
of a fevered fancy engaged young people 
may regard each other as scarcely less 
than perfect, and they look forward to 
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their married life as to an idyllic condition 
of uninterrupted happiness. They are never 
to know a sorrow. They are to help each 
They other and cling to each other, come what 
®^^ will. There is never to be an ugly word 
much. Qj. ^ hgj-gh complaint. If either has any 
faults, those faults are to be completely 
eradicated. " How can we be other than 
happy," asks the bride, "when he is the 
best of human kind?" "And when she," 
says the bridegroom, "is perfection it- 
self?" 

But it is not long before each discovers 
that the other is far from being perfect, in 
fact faults, blemishes, and defects become 
only too evident. 

It must be a bitter disappointment to a 
bride to discover that her husband, whom 
she thought to be the very best of human 
kind, was, after all, perhaps, only an ordi- 
nary human being. It must be equally dis- 
appointing to the bridegroom to find that 
the wife whom he fancied to be a paragon 
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of all excellence possessed a few of the 
infirmities common to all others. 

One bridegroom so etherealized his bride 
that it amazed him when he found that she surprises 
had a healthy hmnan appetite and called ^^^^^ 
for more. Of course he was very absurd, ^^^ 

•^ ' some. 

but that is often the way with bridegrooms. 
Another had grown so accustomed to think- 
ing of his sweetheart as too sweet for any- 
thing, that his face turned pale when he 
heard her actually scolding a washerwoman. 
A poet bridegroom felt faint and weary at 
heart, as he discovered the bride of a 
month yawning while he read his very 
last and best poem to her. 

A man went off to his oflSce utterly con- 
foimded as there kept ringing in his ears 
the tones of a complaining voice which had 
just informed him that his conduct was not 
angelic. There must be the discovery of 
deficiencies, infirmities, and faults, and some 
of these are hardly suspected at first. It 
is one of the effects of this romantic attach- 
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ment to cast a glamour over everything, 
and to idealize character and actions. 
They have been expecting too much of 
each other, and, consequently, are doomed 
to disappointment. They have built out 
of their own fancies, and some part of the 
fabric topples over. 

It is well, then, to remember that mar- 
riage is the union of two imperfect and 
How faulty human beings, and that, therefore, 

two 

who neither of the two is to be surprised at the 

not discovery that the other may be capable of 

can get gluing offeucc Or of creating disappointment 

along, rpjj^ problem to be solved in marriage is 

how two imperfect beings can get along 

together with the least degree of jarring. 

/ One of the first steps towards solving this 

problem is to look the fact squarely in the 

face that each one has faults, and that, 

therefore, perfect happiness is not to be 

expected. As the effort of every man and 

woman should always be to grow better in 

life and character, so each one's experience 
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is convincing as to the presence of provo- 
cations to evil and of difficulties in doing 
right. 

Charity for others is the outgrowth of a 
knowledge of ourselves, and a wise look 
ahead into the future will show any one uoone 
that any expectation of happiness based J^®*"® 
upon the fancy that people are or can be j^^^^^^ 
faultless here is, to say the least, mislead- 
ing. 

You will recall Hawthorne's story of the 
man whose wife's face was perfect except 
for one blemish. He studied that blemish 
until an absorbing passion grew in him to 
remove it. Being a chemist, he made many 
an experiment, until at length he found 
some rare combination of powerful chemi- 
cal agents that would completely remove 
the mark from his wife's beautiful face. 
He succeeded, but she died during the 
process. 

It will not do to study blemishes too 
closely or too long. It will not do to 
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poison the whole system by trying to re- 
move them all by heroic measures. It is 
better to grow oblivious of them, or, if that 
is impossible, then to remember that blem- 
ishes on one side are counterbalanced by- 
blemishes on the other. If a wife is not 
perfect, neither is her husband perfect. If 
he has to endure some disappointment and 
to meet some surprises — so has she. 
They must try to make the best of the 
the best situation. Let them be patient, and consid- 

of the ^ ' 

situation, eratc, and charitable. Let not the wife ex- 
pect that perfection in her husband which 
she knows is not in herself. Neither let 
the husband demand that in his wife which 
is lacking in him. Knowing that each 
is imperfect, let both try to make stronger 
the good points, and to avoid pushing the 
bad traits into prominence. 

A second cause of unhappiness in mar- 
ried life is interference by other parties. 
Sometimes this interference grows out of 
the most kindly motives of the most kindly 
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people, but often it is the result of thought- 
lessness or malice, by thoughtless or mali- 
cious people. Parents and relatives some- outside 
times, without the slightest intention of SS^uWbe 
making trouble, cause alienation between ^tside. 
husband and wife. And then again, when 
relatives are disposed to make mischief, 
they find themselves acquiring wonderful 
expertness in this direction. 

Neighborhood inquisitions and the in- 
simuating voices of familiar friends are 
unhappily too well known. 

There seems to be nothing more diflficult 
for parents to understand than if a son 
or daughter is old enough to marry, — that 
person is old enough, and ought to be wise 
enough, to meet the responsibilities of such 
a life. 

It is hard for parents to realize that their 
children can grow up. Added to this is 
that excess of anxiety which prompts them 
to offer suggestions, and to make com- 
plaints when conmion sense would demand i 
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noninterference. Even the very best of 
parents may err through the strength of 
their desire to see the married son or the 
married daughter do well, and even the 
very best of parents have to learn the need 
of extreme caution in volunteering ad- 
vice, and especially in making unfavorable 
criticisms, 
mother- Something should be said here concem- 
in-iaw. j^Q mother-in-law. There seems to be a 
widespread antipathy towards her. She is 
described as the self-appointed critic and 
fault-finder, the troublesome antagonist and 
the fomenter of discord. 

Among the stock subjects for newspaper 
and stage wit, the mother-in-law flourishes 
prominently. We are told of her schemes 
for circumventing the young husband or 
the young wife, and of the clashing of 
angry words in the air. We are told of 
her cynical smile, her rasping comments, 
and her hot temper. It is dinned into our 
ears that she is a sort of female pirate who 
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has her evil eye upon the young couple and 
will not let her antagonist off until she 
accomplishes her ends and reduces the new 
household into humble subjection. We 
hear of the anxiety with which the greatly 
distressed young couple receive notice of 
the mother-in-law's approaching visit, and 
of the happy satisfaction with which they 
say to each other: "She's gone." The 
mother-in-law of the stage is a tigerish 
old lady, who flourishes her finger in the 
face of her son-in-law and bids him, 
" Beware." 

Of course the popular prejudice finds vsq&oj 
itself as usual helped by the cynic and the Lei/ 
jester, but the sober fact is that there are 
usually no better friends of the young 
couple who start out in life than the 
mothers, who follow them with the deepest 
and tenderest interest. It is often a sor- 
row of the keenest sort for a mother to 
give up her son or her daughter to a com- 
parative stranger, and we are not to won- 

88 



best friend. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Friendly Talh 

der that her deep affection should make 
her solicitous for the future. 

It is, however, this very solicitude tiiat 
may lead a parent into interfering, and 
80 to separating those who, having been 
married, should ever be as one. 

The practical wisdom of many has sug- 
gested that every young couple should have 
a home of their own, no matter how 
homely, that they should begin their mar- 
ried life by themselves, if they have to set 
up housekeeping in one scantily furnished 
room. 
The The person to be dreaded by any young 
^o*be couple more than any troublesome relative 
^jy^g^* is the meddlesome, familiar friend, espe- 
cially the familiar friend of the opposite 
sex, who becomes the confidant of the 
troubled wife or husband. Some people 
have the impulse when things do not go 
well with them to talk to some one else 
about their troubles. Very often they 
would do better to hold their peace and 
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suffer in silence, but, if they must speak, 
let them avoid the familiar friend of the 
opposite sex, who rarely has the cool judg- 
ment needed for giving advice, and whose 
very partizanship may help to widen the 
breach. 

There may be occasions when it is 
necessary to seek advice from others, but Keep 
certainly the ordinary troubles of a mar- troubles 
ried couple furnish no excuse for calling yourselves. 
in outside advice. They should learn to 
keep things to themselves, and to suffer 
in silence, if needs be, rather than widen 
the breach between them by having others 
know anything about it. Many a diffi- 
culty between two people will settle itself 
in time if it is kept away from the knowl- 
edge of others. Some difficulties go on 
and are not settled simply because one of 
the parties supposed it to be necessary to 
invite the interference of those who have 
a morbid interest in such things. 

If the wounded patients in a hospital 

85 



Digitized by 



Google 



Friendly Talk% 

were to tear oflP the bandages from their 
wounds to show them to people who came 
in, and if those people who came in 
all carried probes which they always ran 
into the wounds, when would the injuries 
be healed ? 
Beware It is very curious how quickly people 
^tbird lose their good sense, and become foment- 
^*^^* ers of strife when they are drawn into, 
or press themselves into, family differ- 
ences. It is bad enough to be drawn into 
them by the indiscreet requests for advice 
by one of the parties, but to thrust one- 
self in is beyond excuse, and often indi- 
cates a malignant spirit. 

Many a now broken home might have 
been very different but for the interference 
of other persons. Many a couple now 
living in hatred of each other might have 
lived peaceably if it had not been for the 
third party who came between them. 

There must never be any third party in 
the history of a married couple. Husband 
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and wife should be just as determined that 
they will invite no interference, as that 
they will permit no one to interfere. 

A third cause of unhappiness is in the 
failure of one or both parties to check 
selfishness. If we were able to go to the 
very root of some of the difficulties which i,e ^^ 
have separated or are gradually separating ■®"^^- 
people we would find that it is selfish- 
ness. Sometimes it goes to the length 
of those awful sins which cannot be 
named here, and sometimes it consists 
simply in an indolent, careless spirit which 
lets everything run its own way. These 
are the two extremes* Passing by those 
grosser violations of the laws of God and 
man, let us think now of selfishness in its 
lesser manifestations where it leads people 
to forget that there is anything better than 
their own comfort, and that daily self- 
denial for the good of others is demanded 
of them. 

Selfish men make their homes mere 
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boarding -places where ihey expect such 
and such comforts. Selfish women make 
their homes places where they can indulge 
their whims and fancies. There is entirely 
too little of asking what they can give 
instead of what they can get. 

Giving, A home, to be a happy one, implies that 
always people shall impart something and not to 

getting. ^ always mere recipients. In a true 
sense in a home it is more blessed to give 
than to receive ; and to minister to others, 
rather than to be ministered imto, is to 
follow the blessed example of One whom 
to follow is to live nobly. 

Unhappily, however, there is apt to be 
the clashing of selfish interests instead of 
the doing of kindly services for each other. 
It is not surprising that it is so, when 
you think how the preliminary training 
of some young men and of some young 
women does but little to check selfishness 
and to promote consideration for others. 
Take the case of a young girl who is 
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petted as a child, and flattered as a young 
woman. Her parents' affection for her 
make them blind to her faults, and the 
circles in which she moves inflate her 
vaniiy. At length she comes to regard 
the whole world as somehow at her feet Aseuuii 
and aa made for her enjoyment. Now ^^°^' 
what is such a woman likely to be in her 
future married life? What can she be 
but a selfish woman all her days? We 
often fail to realize how heartless are 
some of the lives around us because we are 
imwilling to believe that people are so 
intensely selfish. Some time ago the wife 
of a young business man flashed into the 
oflSce where he was employed and asked 
him to walk out with her. As they 
passed out one of the older members of 
the firm said : " I suppose John's wife has 
come for more money. Just look at them 
as they stand there side by side. His gar- 
ments are mean and shabby, while she is 
dressed as a princess. Poor fellow ! he 
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does not know how to deny her anything, 
g^j^^ and yet he is in debt to everybody and 
folk, draws his salary before it is due. She is 
so supremely selfish, or so blindly igno- 
rant, that she sails on in all the bravery of 
her rich attire and expensive habits, while 
the poor fellow goes every month deeper 
and deeper into debt." 

That is a typical case. There are too 
many like it. K there are spendthrift hus- 
bands, there surely are spendthrift wives, 
and selfishness is the motive in all. 

There is a form of selfishness whiph 
often disguises itseM under the garb of 
genteel invalidism. There is no doubt that 
actual sickness, the breaking up of energy, 
the decline of physical vigor, come at 
length, but what we have in mind now is 
that easy yielding to weariness, and that 
magnifying of physical ills, which are but 
forms of selfishness. 

This is hardly the proper place to 
speak of health topics, and to give sugges- 
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tions about the preservation of health, but 
it is approprialie to say that a determina- 
tion to do the duties of one's station, at 
whatever cost to one's comfort and inclina- 
tions, is one of the surest methods of keep- 
ing health. "We have no time to be sick,*' 
say the busy people. " We fight off our ill 
turns," say others, and they are right, for 
often the best tonic in all the world is to 
ffet up and do something for some one else, struggle 

° ^ ^ ' against 

instead of weakly yielding to weariness or selfishness, 
pain. Selfishness is to be struggled against. 
As long as we live we owe duties to others. 
Our life is not to consist in always asking 
for reward, but we are to learn to do for 
others, asking nothing again, except the 
pleasure of serving God by serving them. 

Let that husband know that he has been 
losing some of the best joys of which his 
home is capable if he has not learned how 
to deny himself for others, and to find his 
gladness in making them glad. 

Let the selfish wife know that her home 
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might have been more to her than it is if 
she had thought less of herself and more of 
others. It is deplorable how fast and how 
strong selfishness grows in a home where 
it is not carefully checked. K the parents 
are selfish, the children will be so, the ser- 
vants will be so, and at length there are 
clashing and confusion and strife. 

Selfishness leads to the decline of that 
courtesy and gentleness of manner without 
which the wheels of the machinery of 
home life go heavily, and with much creak- 
ing and heat. Gentle manners are im- 
possible where selfishness reigns. Men 
who would resent any suspicion of being 
ungentlemanly in their deportment away 
from home forget the very rudiments of 
civility as soon as they reach their own 
doors. Wives who would be mortified at 
any violation of social propriety in a neigh- 
bor's house behave most unhandsomely in 
their own. Let selfishness grow in a home, 
and gentle manners disappear. 
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Do you know what absolute boorishness 
there is in some homes when the restraints 
of the public gaze are removed? The ontward 
inmates may observe, in the presence of 
others, some regard for the proprieties, 
but when they are alone with each other 
their manners are a combination of ex- 
tremely ugly odds and ends, now snarling 
at each other, now indulging in little thrusts 
that irritate, and now making those great 
wounds which are so hard to, heal. 

There can be no gentle manners, no true 
refinement, where selfishness is encouraged. 
Mere surface imitation there may be, but 
the lack of genuineness is readily perceived. 
All that really belongs to good man- 
ners must have its roots in unselfishness. 
It must spring up out of a spirit that really 
cares for others, and so will be genial and 
tender. Let selfishness grow, and there 
sometimes may be an outward deportment 
that passes for gentility, but it is a mere 
veneering that is speedily worn away. 
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In a home if selfishness grows it soon 
breaks down even this outward show of 
dilfereTOe g®^^^^^? ^^^ people become boorish 
between towards each other. The people who 
try to be generous, self-sacrificing, and self- 
denying may seem to be the losers, but 
look ahead, and see the difference between 
their home and the selfish home. If it 
were only for getting on better in the years 
to come, to say nothing of Christian duty 
and pleasing God, the very best thing a 
young married couple can do is to aim at 
unselfishness. Let each plan the other's 
happiness and be content to be self -re- 
strained and patient, and ever ready for 
self-denial and sacrifices, and there is a 
happy future. But if each one is resolved 
to lay claim to whatever can be appropri- 
ated and to make everything tributary to 
mere selfish enjoyment, then beware of the 
future. There will be a harvest of thorns 
that will pierce them through and through 
with many sorrows. 

94 



Digitized by 



Google 



About Marriage. 

Only three causes of imhappiness have 
been mentioned in this Talk. Many others 
might be mentioned. Let these three, 
however, be carefully thought of, and it 
will be seen that the married couple who The 

probabiUties 

start out together with sober and reasona- of happinees. 
ble expectations, not with foolish fancies, 
who are not expecting perfection in each 
other, who are unwilling to have any one 
interfere with them to separate them, and 
who try most faithfully to lead unselfish 
lives, will, in all human probability, find 
their married life full of blessedness. 
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"Home is the place of the highest joys — 
religion should sanctify them. Home is the 
sphere of the deepest sorrows — religion should 
assume them. Home discovers all faults — relig- 
ion should bless with the abundance of charity.'^ 

^ E.J.Hardy. 

"Look then at the Christian homes through- 
out the Christian land, where holy virtues and 
graces flourish in an atmosphere of faith, little 
at all disturbed by the storms which vex the out- 
side world. There is the wherewithal to make 
other homes as sweet, as fresh as these, and in 
such work many a woman who fears Grod and 
keeps the commandments finds her vocation 
amply fulfilled."— 3f. Dix. 

« My dear wife, Remember that thou wast the 
love of my youth and much the joy of my life ; 
the most beloved as well as most worthy of all 
my earthly comforts. God knows, and thou 
knowest, it was a match made by Providence, and 
God's image in us both was the first thing and the 
most engaging ornament in our eyes." — Wm Penn. 

" The first year of married life is not always 
the happiest. Living happily together is an art 
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which the most affectionate couple cannot ordi^ 
narily learn in a year; each has to make some un- 
pleasant discoveriiBS and to overcome some fixed 
inclinations. True happiness begins when these 
discoveries have been made, and each is thor- 
oughly resolved to make the other as happy as 
possible for all time." — E, J. Hardy. 

"I never heard my father's or my mother's 
voice raised in any question with each other, nor 
saw any angry glances in the eyes of either." 

— John Ruskin, 

^ Make the place beautiful where God has put 
you, whether it be a tent, or a cottage, or a palace. 
The darker the place, be the more eager to make 
it beautiful. Bring into it a beautiful spirit, and 
^e work has begun." — ilnofir 
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HOW VOWS ABB BROKEN AND HOW THBT 
ABE KEPT. 

What is Marriage ? 

How did it come to be an institution ? 

Did men originate it ? 

Did it grow up out of disorder until 
finally, being hedged about by laws and how people 
customs, it became what it is? tonlrry. 

Is it something that can be abolished by 
human laws ? 

All of these are important questions and 
have a very decided bearing upon the 
nature and the obligation of the Vows that 
are taken. 

As a consequence of unwholesome 
thought upon the subject and of incorrect 
answers to these questions, there is a fail- 
ure on the part of many to recognize the 
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sanctity of the bond, and the obligations 
which it involves. 

Let us then bring before our minds some 
old truths which are too often overlooked. 

Marriage is a divine institution. It is 
not something developed from primal dis- 
order, and regulated by successive enact- 
ments which man imposed upon him- 
self, 
mmseif Marriage was instituted in the beginning 
it. of man s history. 

It began when there was no sin in the 
world. It was instituted by the Lord 
Himself. 

As an old writer quaintly remarks, 
"Marriage was ordained in the time of 
man's innocency before he apostatized from 
his Maker, and so was not ordained merely 
as a help and relief in his lapsed and for- 
lorn condition, but to complete his happi- 
ness in his pure and perfect state. It was 
God Almighty who made a wife for Adam 
in Paradise, and gave her to him as a gift 
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worthy of the Giver, and suited to the 
condition of the receiver in his highest 
perfection.'' 

Marriage is sacred because the Lord 
Himself appointed it. The honorable ordinance^ 
character of marriage was most clearly 
established by the fact that our Saviour 
Christ hallowed by His presence and by 
His first miracle the marriage in Cana of 
Galilee. You can hardly think of His 
being there as a guest, if the institution 
itself had in any way been changed from 
its original character, or if there had been 
anything in the New Dispensation that 
was to favor celibacy as something more 
honorable. 

Said old Bishop Hall, of England : 
" Christ's first public miracle graceth a 
marriage. He that made the first marriage 
in Paradise, bestoweth His first miracle 
upon a Galilean marriage. He that was 
the Author of Matrimony and sanctifies it, 
doth, by His holy presence, honor the 
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resemblance of His eternal union with His 
Church/' 

The allusions in the New Testament 

which seem to favor celibacy refer either 

Hot to be *^ persons who want to devote themselves 

*"*^^out *^ * special work, or to times of special trial 

thought, -v^hen it would be inexpedient to marry. 

It is of prime importance to all right 
thinking upon this subject to regard this 
institution as sacred, because it is divinely 
appointed and because it subserves sacred 
purposes. 

Because marriage is thus sacred it is 
honorable, and it is not by any one to be 
entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but 
reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly and 
in the fear of Gk>d. 

To keep people from entering into it 
unadvisedly or lightly, there are laws of 
God and of man which forbid certain mar- 
riages. In order that persons may show to 
each other, to the Church and to the world, 
that they are entering into this holy estate 
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of matrimony, reverently, discreetly, advis- 
edly, soberly, and in the fear of God, they 
are required to take certain vows. 

Let us think now of the Vows taken in 
marriage. There is a very curious blunder 
made in supposing that the obligations of 
the marriage relationship may vary accord- The vown 
ing to the number and nature of the vows ^pueS!^ 
publicly taken ; that is, some think if they 
publicly take few vows they are required 
to keep but few, that if they omit one vow 
they are not required to keep the one 
omitted. 

It is a curious blunder, for all the vows 
are implied in marriage, whether they are 
repeated publicly or not. Thus, for exam- 
ple, if a man do not publicly take a vow 
to forsake all others and cling only unto 
his wife, his omitting to say it publicly does 
not give him liberty to forsake her and 
cling to some one else. 

Not at all, the vow is inherent in the 
institution of marriage. And so if the 

105 



Digitized by 



Google 



Friendly Talks 

woman omit to promise to obey the man^ 
that does not absolve her from the obliga- 
tion of obedience. She is bound by her 
very relationship as a wife to obey him just 
always as he is bound by his relationship as a 
husband to support her. . 

There is a great deal of absurdity in the 
efforts of people to ignore the marriage 
obligations by modifying the details of the 
public ceremony, but there is no ingenuity 
subtle enough to remove the obligations 
from the institution itself. 

You may devise some marriage ceremony 
in which no vows whatever shall be spoken^ 
and the obligations will be just as binding 
as if the vows had been said in the pres- 
ence of thousands. 

Two people may stand up in the presence 
of friends and say they agree to live hence- 
forth as man and wife, and that ceremony 
will carry with it a full weight of duty. 
Two people may say to each other that it 
is only a civil contract, and may have it 
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secretly in their minds to ignore it after 
awhile, but it matters very little what 
mental reservation there was, or what 
miderstanding they entered into, their mar- 
riage made them responsible for the per- implies 
formance of the duties which it involved. ^ *^ "^^ 
Marriage carries with it its own obligations, 
whether expressed in words or not. 

Let it be distinctly understood that mar- 
riage always implies coming under vows, 
for the vows are inherent in the institution 
itself. No man can ever excuse his un- 
faithfulness by saying that he took no vow. 
He may not have repeated the vows publicly, 
but the vows were implied in the institu- 
tion itself. 

No woman can ever excuse her neglect 
of the obligations imposed by marriage by 
any petty pretence of having explained away 
the vows to suit herself. The vows are 
always binding and can never be explained 
away. They are inherent in the institu- 
tion itself. 
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It is not aflffliming too much to say that 
some take those vows upon them without 
really understanding what is meant by 
them. They have a vague notion that 
surround- they are to live together in a new relation- 
^t then^? ship, and so long as they get on well they 
hardly consider what it is they have 
pledged themselves to do. When, however, 
there are diflBculties and differences, then 
come questionings. 

For example, a wife has pledged her- 
self to cling to her husband for better, for 
worse. The time comes when she finds 
that his surroundings and his character 
have changed. Things are not as well 
with him as they once were, and he is not 
so agreeable as he was once. What is she 
now to do? Turn away from him? Go 
back to her parents ? Set up for herself ? 

Why, her vow was that she would cling 
to her husband, come what might come ! 

Take another illustration, one of those 
sad cases, where sickness or accident inter- 
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yene, and wife or husband pass from the 
glow and vigor of health to a condition of 
invalidism, with long years of weariness 
and suffering. What is to be done in 
such a case? The answer comes back what 

V0W8 

from the marriage vows : " I take thee, to are 

ImpliecL 

have and to hold in sickness and in health.'' 
It would be almost impossible to com- 
press them into fewer and stronger words 
than in the following often-used form ; 
The man says to the woman : 
<'I take thee to my wedded wife, to 
have and to hold from this day forward, 
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to 
cherish, till death do us part, according to 
God's holy ordinance ; and thereto I plight 
thee my troth." 

The woman says to the man : 

" I take thee to my wedded husband, to 

have and to hold from this day forward, 

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 

in sickness and in health, to love, cherish 
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and to obey, till death do us part, according 
on^Sth *^ God's holy ordinance; and thereto I 
sides giye thee my troth." 

except ° -^ 

one « To love and to cherish " — says the 

▼ow. 

man. 

" To love, cherish, and obey '' — says the 
woman. 

Next to God shall she have the chief est 
place in your heart ? 

Next to God shall he have the chief est 
place in your heart ? 

Will you make her life as easy and as 
happy as you can? 

Will you make his life as easy and as 
happy as you can ? 

You notice that the promise is the same 
on both sides, except that the wife pledges 
herself to obey her husband. A great 
deal of senseless talk is heard, and much 
vain writing is printed, about tiiis word 
" obey'* in the woman's marriage vow. It 
has been omitted from some service books 
to suit popular prejudice. 
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Some extremists condemn this pledge as 
if it had been derived from a barbarous 
age, when woman was treated either as a 
slave or as ereatly inferior to tiie man. 

About 

They forget that the duty of obedience is the 

set forth by Christianity, the religion that obedience, 

has always befriended and elevated woman. 

The religion that teaches the wife to obey 

her husband is the religion that speaks of 

Mary as most blessed among woman, whom 

all generations shall call blessed, that tells 

us of Phoebe the deaconess, of PrisciUa 

and of others who were holy women in the 

Lord. 

It is strange that the religion that so 
honors womanhood should be accused of 
degrading woman by imposing this vow of 
obedience. Is this vow degrading ? 

Surely not, when its meariing is studied. 

It is probable that a misunderstanding 
of the vow itself may have led to the notion 
that it is degrading, and hence to the prej- 
udice against it. It does not give power to 
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any husband to act the part of a capricious 
tyrant, or to be brutal and domineering 
towards his wife. It does not give any 
man control over his wife as he has con- 

What 

the trol over his horse or his dog. It never 
is to puts her in the position of a slave or of a 
hired servant or of a poor dependent. .^ 

She is his wife, his helpmeet whom he 
has promised to love and to cherish. Her 
obedience to him is tiie necessary and 
natural submission to the one who has by 
divine appointment been made the head of 
the family. Her proper obedience is not 
only her honor, but her most ready way to 
influence and to control him for good. 

To prevent confusion there must be one 
head to a family. Two heads exercising 
equal authority would lead to endless dis- 
tractions and, *of course, to perpetual clash- 
ing. There is no hardship in obedience 
except when the man exhibits decided 
inferiority, or tries to set up as a tyrant 
in matters small or great. 
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Suppose a man does exhibit inferiority, 
then flie answer is that if a woman marries 
a man whom she cannot respect, whom 
she knows is inferior to her, she has no 
right whatever to complain afterwards 
because she has to obey him. There are 
matters which cannot be changed after flie 
decisive step has been taken. 

When she married him she should have 
known that she gave him the right of con- 
trol as the head of the house. It may be ^^"^^ 
sad fate for her to be linked to such a man, 
but she must bear it patiently and seek to 
elevate him to his own proper place. 

In the other case, where the man sets up 
as a tyrant, the answer is that no such 
authority was ever conveyed to him. The 
woman's promise to obey builds for him no 
tyrant's throne. He has no right to let his 
own will or his own caprice or his own 
brutishness transcend reason and affection. 
He is to be obeyed as the rightful head of 
a house and not as an arbitrary monarch, 
lis 
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If he is a ruler he is to rule within the 
requirements of law, to which he himself 
owes obedience. He is never to issue an 
arbitrary decree for the sake of exhibiting 
authority simply to humiliate his wife. A 
man who tries to humiliate his wife sur- 
renders thereby his headship. 
In Whenever a woman promises to obey a 

the man man in marriage let her understand that 
not to sh® is not surrendering her conscience to 

^^! be trampled under foot, nor is she doing 
anything that is not perfectly honorable. 
She does nothing more than any true 
woman will want to do who believes she is 
marrying a true man. The prejudices 
against the vow of obedience have partly 
arisen from the misunderstanding of it, and 
from the absurd interpretations given of it 
both in some countries and by some old 
legal statutes. 

There have always been men who, unable 
to be tyrants elsewhere, have greatly en- 
joyed being tyrants at home. Some of the 
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old civil laws, in times past, greatly en- 
couraged them, but these laws have been 
gradually superseded by something better. 
And it is gratifying to know that, even 
among certain kinds of people where the 
husband once felt himself the possessor of 
absolute control, there is growing to be a vniat 
clearer understanding that he who rules auvows 
is himself to obey laws, and that no man ®**^* 
who would love and cherish his wife can 
ever issue a command which it would 
humiliate her to obey. 

But this matter is all very readily settled 
where a true affection exists. There is no 
trouble about true wifely obedience, and no 
trouble about reciprocal honor where they 
love each other. 

The wonder is that objection is not made 
to the first part of the vow instead of to 
the last part. For really, when you come 
to think of it, how impressive it is for two 
people to make a solemn pledge that as 
long as they live, in sickness or in health, 
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for better or for worse, for richer or for 

poorer, they will love each other! Yes, 

that they will love each other until death 

comes to part them. 

T^Qj That is the part of the vow over which 

aiw^s P^pl® ^^y w^ll pause and grow serious. 

^each ^* ^® ^^* ^ difficult matter for two people 

other, ^ho greatly admire each other to promise 

to keep this up for a while longer. They 

feel quite sure that there will be no change 

for a time. And then they. may feel quite 

safe in saying that if things go well with 

them, and they have health and prosperity,, 

they will keep on together. But it is very 

different when they come to say we will 

love each other even if things turn out 

badly, even in sickness, even if we grow 

old, yes, even down to death. 

Yes, still more, they promise they will 
go on loving each other no matter how 
much more attractive other people may be. 
The husband is to forsake all others and 
to cling only to her. The wife is to f or- 
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sake all others and cling only to him, so 
long as they both shall live. There is no 
provision made in these vows for such an 
emergency as "meeting one's aflBnity." 

It is too late after the vows are once 
made even to think of such a thing as what 
might Ijave been one's life with some one 
else. There is nothing to be done but to 
make the best of the step once taken, and 
to suffer, if need be, in silence. 

It may be a very sad life upon which ^^^^ 
a badly mated couple have entered, but the <»»cemnjr 
vows are irrevocable, — once taken they 
are to be kept. There may be such a thing 
as separation, but not the cancelling of the 
vows. The facility with which the civil 
authority in some localities presumes to 
cancel the vows taken in marriage has done 
very much to destroy all sense of the per- 
manent obligation of the marriage bond, 
and has tended greatly to the unhappiness 
of fickle minded people. 

There has grown up the notion that, as it 
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is easy to secure a divorce, therefore when 
troubles come that is the short and effec- 
tual way to end them. 

The popular mind to-day is tainted with 
evil upon this subject because of the loose 
legislation which permits absolute divorces 
to be granted for trivial reasons, ^t would 
be well if there could be a revival of the 
old laws which granted a legal separation 
for some offences, but no absolute divorce 
except for the one cause, 
ijfeiong When the marriage vow is taken, then 
they are to forsake all others, and cling 
only unto each other so long as they 
both shall live. This doctrine of life- 
long fidelity may seem to press heavily 
upon some unhappy people; but consider 
two things : first, that no one is compelled 
to marry, and, second, that the security of 
society and of every home in society can be 
maintained only when such a vow is kept. 
Any one who expects to marry should 
have at least instruction enough to know 
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that the obligation entered into is for life, 
until death does them part. All the talk 
of all the conventions of erratic thinkers, 
all the loose legislation in the world, all 
the wicked practices in society, and all the 
whims and vagaries of individuals can never 
change |he ideal of marriage as a life union. 

Some say suppose that affection dies out of 
the heart, what then ? It ought not to die 
out. It can be kept alive. But it may re- be kept" 
quire effort. It may make demands upon *"^^* 
the strongest principles, and it may some- 
times require the exercise of severest self- 
restraint and the determination to resist all 
allurements of a vagrant fancy. But what- 
ever the cost, the fire must be kept up in 
the heart. The fire in the heart must be 
fed by fuel proper for it, and where two 
people faithfully try to keep the flame burn- 
ing the fuel is always at hand. 

The wife may lose the charm of her 
youth, but her soul may grow more beau- 
tiful with advancing years. The husband 
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may become broken with age, but his char- 
acter may take on it, for her, a new nobility. 
She may cease to awaken his admiration 
by her grace and sprightliness, but she can 
always reign over his heart as a very queen. 
He may grow careworn and bent, but he is 
to her a king among men, and always will be. 
^a^ Is it so rare a thing to see people thus 
J^^e loving each other all along down through 
the years of married life, that any of us 
should wonder how they kept the fires of 
affection so steadily burning ? 

No, it is not so rare an exhibition that 
we should wonder at it, or dwell upon its 
difficulties. It is in accordance with an 
appointed order. It is to be expected as a 
matter of course where the parties have 
entered with a right spirit into this holy 
estate, and have tried to keep the vows 
betwixt them made. 

Will it seem to some a strange assertion 
to declare that many a couple find them- 
selves more intensely attached to each other 
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in the latter years of their lives than they 
did in the beginning ? 

It is even so. There has come to be a 
broadening and deepening of the bonds. 
They have overcome the inequalities of 
their lot. They have adapted their char- 
acters more completely to each other. 

The 

They have outgrown their petulance and increase 
irritability. They have a profounder re- 
spect for each other. They are more in 
love with each other than when they were 
married. They fear no separation till 
death shall part them. 

They took the vows for life, and they will 
keep them until death shall come. 

These Talks cannot have a better ending 
than in the words of Dean Stanley: 

"Till death us part," 
So speaks the heart ; 
When each to each repeats the words of doom : 
Through blessings and through curse, 
For better and for worse, 
We will be one, till that dread hour shall come. 
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Life, with its myriad grasp, 

Our yearning souls shall olasp, 
By ceaseless love and still expectant wonder : 

In bonds that shall endure, 

Indissolubly sure. 
Till God in death shall part our paths asunder. 

Till death us join, 

Oh, voice yet more divine, 
That to the broken heart breathes hope sublime: 

Through lonely hours 

And shattered powers. 
We still are one, despite of change and time. 

Death, with his healing hand, 

ShaU once more knot the band 
Which needs but that one link which none may 
sever: 

Till, thro' the Only Good 

Heard, felt, and understood. 
Our life in God shall make us one forever* 

THE END. 
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